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conduct a concise environmental re-
view for permits subject to this para-
graph.

(d) Wastewater treatment facility plan-
ning. 40 CFR 6.506 details the environ-
mental review process for the facilities
planning process under the wastewater
treatment works construction grants
program. For the purpose of these reg-
ulations, the facility plan shall also in-
clude a concise environmental review
of those activities that would have en-
vironmental effects abroad. This shall
apply only to the Step 1 grants award-
ed after January 14, 1981, but on or be-
fore December 29, 1981, and facilities
plans developed after December 29,
1981. Where water quality impacts iden-
tified in a facility plan are the subject
or water quality agreements with Can-
ada or Mexico, nothing in these regula-
tions shall impose on the facility plan-
ning process coordination and con-
sultation requirements in addition to
those required by such agreements.

(e) Review by other Federal agencies
and other appropriate officials. The re-
sponsible officials shall consult with
other Federal agencies with relevant
expertise during the preparation of the
environmental document. As soon as
feasible after preparation of the envi-
ronmental document, the responsible
official shall make the document avail-
able to the Council on Environmental
Quality, Department of State, and
other appropriate officials. The respon-
sible official with assistance from OIA
shall work with the Department of
State to establish procedures for com-
municating with and making docu-
ments available to foreign nations and
international organizations.

[46 FR 3364, Jan. 14, 1981, as amended at 50
FR 26323, June 25, 1985]

§ 6.1005 Lead or cooperating agency.
(a) Lead Agency. Section 3–3 of Execu-

tive Order 12114 requires the creation of
a lead agency whenever an action in-
volves more than one Federal agency.
In implementing section 3–3, EPA
shall, to the fullest extent possible, fol-
low the guidance for the selection of a
lead agency contained in 40 CFR 1501.5
of the CEQ regulations.

(b) Cooperating Agency. Under section
2–4(d) of the Executive Order, Federal
agencies with special expertise are en-

couraged to provide appropriate re-
sources to the agency preparing envi-
ronmental documents in order to avoid
duplication of resources. In working
with a lead agency, EPA shall to the
fullest extent possible serve as a co-
operating agency in accordance with 40
CFR 1501.6. When other program com-
mitments preclude the degree of in-
volvement requested by the lead agen-
cy, the responsible EPA official shall
so inform the lead agency in writing.

§ 6.1006 Exemptions and consider-
ations.

Under section 2–5 (b) and (c) of the
Executive Order, Federal agencies may
provide for modifications in the con-
tents, timing and availability of docu-
ments or exemptions from certain re-
quirements for the environmental re-
view and assessment. The responsible
official, in consultation with the Direc-
tor, Office of Environmental Review
(OER), and the Director, Office of
International Activities (OIA), may ap-
prove modifications for situations de-
scribed in section 2–5(b). The respon-
sible official, in consultation with the
Director, OER and Director OIA, shall
obtain exemptions from the Adminis-
trator for situations described in sec-
tion 2–5(c). The Department of State
and the Council on Environmental
Quality shall be consulted as soon as
possible on the utilization of such ex-
emptions.

§ 6.1007 Implementation.

(a) Oversight. OER is responsible for
overseeing the implementation of these
procedures and shall consult with OIA
wherever appropriate. OIA shall be uti-
lized for making formal contacts with
the Department of State. OER shall as-
sist the responsible officials in car-
rying out their responsibilities under
these procedures.

(b) Information exchange. OER with
the aid of OIA, shall assist the Depart-
ment of State and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality in developing the
informational exchange on environ-
mental review activities with foreign
nations.

(c) Unidentified activities. The respon-
sible official shall consult with OER
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and OIA to establish the type of envi-
ronmental review or document appro-
priate for any new EPA activities or
requirements imposed upon EPA by
statute, international agreement or
other agreements.

APPENDIX A TO PART 6—STATEMENT OF
PROCEDURES ON FLOODPLAIN MAN-
AGEMENT AND WETLANDS PROTEC-
TION

Contents:

Section 1 General
Section 2 Purpose
Section 3 Policy
Section 4 Definitions
Section 5 Applicability
Section 6 Requirements
Section 7 Implementation

Section 1 General

a. Executive Order 11988 entitled ‘‘Flood-
plain Management’’ dated May 24, 1977, re-
quires Federal agencies to evaluate the po-
tential effects of actions it may take in a
floodplain to avoid adversely impacting
floodplains wherever possible, to ensure that
its planning programs and budget requests
reflect consideration of flood hazards and
floodplain management, including the res-
toration and preservation of such land areas
as natural undeveloped floodplains, and to
prescribe procedures to implement the poli-
cies and procedures of this Executive Order.
Guidance for implementation of the Execu-
tive Order has been provided by the U.S.
Water Resources Council in its Floodplain
Management Guidelines dated February 10,
1978 (see 40 FR 6030).

b. Executive Order 11990 entitled ‘‘Protec-
tion of Wetlands’’, dated May 24, 1977, re-
quires Federal agencies to take action to
avoid adversely impacting wetlands wher-
ever possible, to minimize wetlands destruc-
tion and to preserve the values of wetlands,
and to prescribe procedures to implement
the policies and procedures of this Executive
Order.

c. It is the intent of these Executive Orders
that, wherever possible, Federal agencies im-
plement the floodplains/wetlands require-
ments through existing procedures, such as
those internal procedures established to im-
plement the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and OMB A–95 review proce-
dures. In those instances where the environ-
mental impacts of a proposed action are not
significant enough to require an environ-
mental impact statement (EIS) pursuant to
section 102(2)(C) of NEPA, or where programs
are not subject to the requirements of
NEPA, alternative but equivalent floodplain/
wetlands evaluation and notice procedures
must be established.

Section 2 Purpose

a. The purpose of this Statement of Proce-
dures is to set forth Agency policy and guid-
ance for carrying out the provisions of Exec-
utive Orders 11988 and 11990.

b. EPA program offices shall amend exist-
ing regulations and procedures to incor-
porate the policies and procedures set forth
in this Statement of Procedures.

c. To the extent possible, EPA shall accom-
modate the requirements of Executive Or-
ders 11988 and 11990 through the Agency
NEPA procedures contained in 40 CFR part 6.

Section 3 Policy

a. The Agency shall avoid wherever pos-
sible the long and short term impacts associ-
ated with the destruction of wetlands and
the occupancy and modification of
floodplains and wetlands, and avoid direct
and indirect support of floodplain and wet-
lands development wherever there is a prac-
ticable alternative.

b. The Agency shall incorporate floodplain
management goals and wetlands protection
considerations into its planning, regulatory,
and decisionmaking processes. It shall also
promote the preservation and restoration of
floodplains so that their natural and bene-
ficial values can be realized. To the extent
possible EPA shall:

(1) Reduce the hazard and risk of flood loss
and wherever it is possible to avoid direct or
indirect adverse impact on floodplains;

(2) Where there is no practical alternative
to locating in a floodplain, minimize the im-
pact of floods on human safety, health, and
welfare, as well as the natural environment;

(3) Restore and preserve natural and bene-
ficial values served by floodplains;

(4) Require the construction of EPA struc-
tures and facilities to be in accordance with
the standards and criteria, of the regulations
promulgated pursuant to the National Flood
Insurance Program;

(5) Identify floodplains which require res-
toration and preservation and recommend
management programs necessary to protect
these floodplains and to include such consid-
erations as part of on-going planning pro-
grams; and

(6) Provide the public with early and con-
tinuing information concerning floodplain
management and with opportunities for par-
ticipating in decision making including the
(evaluation of) tradeoffs among competing
alternatives.

c. The Agency shall incorporate wetlands
protection considerations into its planning,
regulatory, and decisionmaking processes. It
shall minimize the destruction, loss, or deg-
radation of wetlands and preserve and en-
hance the natural and beneficial values of
wetlands. Agency activities shall continue to
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